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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a first office action in response to application filed, with the above serial 
number, on 13 July 2001 in which claims 1-39 are presented for examination and claim 
priority of 60/218,374 filed 13 July 2000. Claims 1-39 are therefore pending in the 
application. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the length of the abstract is 
too long. See MPEP § 608.01(f): A brief narrative of the disclosure as a whole in a 
single paragraph of 150 words or less commencing on a separate sheet following the 
claims.. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The specification lacks antecedent basis for "IrDA Object 
Exchange Protocol" and "IrDA Link Access Protocol". 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, there must be at least 
a flow chart illustrating the method claims; an installation command; email services; file 
synchronization; a third transceiver; means operable by said user when said portable 
computing device is near said host computer for causing said host computer to 
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download a communications program; means for initiating the execution of said 
communications program; and means for initiating the execution for said applications 
program must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of 
the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim does not 
commence properly with a period. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim limitation 
on line 6 does not commence properly with a comma or semicolon. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim 
limitation on line 14 wherein "fo" is suggested to be replaced with "for". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "The method" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation "said application program" in line 1 . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The preamble appears to be out of order and is indefinite as 
line 1 of the claim is hereby not incorporated into the claim as examined. 

Claim 24 recites the limitation " said short-range communications link " in line 1 . 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 25 recites the limitation " said bi-directional infrared communications link " 
in line 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claims 37-39 recite the limitation " said data services " in line 1 . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation " said remote computer " in line 9. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation " said remote data processing device " in line 11. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation M said portable computing device " in line 3. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation " said portable data processing device " in line 6. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation " said mobile user " in line 15. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Schuster et al (hereinafter "Schuster", 6,795,429) . 
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Schuster teaches the invention as claimed including short-range bi-directional 
communications between a portable device and a host computer. 
As per Claim 1 , Schuster teaches a method of transferring programs and data to a 
portable programmable data processing device from a host computer comprising, in 
combination, the steps of: 

placing said host computer at location accessible to a user transporting said 
portable computing device (at least Fig. 1; voice comm. device), 

accepting an installation command from said user at said host computer when 
said user and said portable data processing device are near said host computer (at 
least Fig. 1 ; PID being near voice comm. device), 

executing a program at said host computer in response to said installation 
command to establish a short-range bi-directional communications link between said 
host computer and said portable data processing device and to download a 
communications program from said remote computer to said portable data processing 
device via said short range communications link (at least col. 15, lines 3-16; application 
in the first data network telephone to receive data from PID drawing application), 

executing said communications program on said remote data processing device 
to transfer one or more specified files from said host computer to said portable data 
processing device (at least col. 14 line 58 - col. 15 line 40; using graphical data 
application). 
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As per Claim 2. The method set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of accepting all 
installation command comprises using an actuator at said host computer manually 
operable by said user (keypad interface) (at least col. 1 1 , lines 1 2-1 8). 
As per Claim 3. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said one or more specified 
files include an application program executable by said portable computing device. 
As per Claim 4. The method as set forth in claim 3 further including the step of 
automatically executing said application program on said portable computer device after 
it is transferred. 

As per Claim 5. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said short-range bi- 
directional communications link is an infrared communications link (at least col. 15, lines 
45-67; IrDA). 

As per Claim 6. The method as set forth in claim 5 wherein said infrared 
communications link operates in accordance with the IrDA Protocol (at least col. 15, 
lines 45-67; IrDA). 

As per Claim 7. The method as set forth in claim 6 wherein said one or more specified 
files are transferred from said host computer to said portable computing device using 
the IrDA Object Exchange Protocol (at least col. 15, lines 45-67; IrOBEX). 
As per Claim 8. The method of claim 1 wherein said short-range bi-directional 
communications link is an ultra high frequency radio link (at least col. 14, lines 4-13; 
bluetooth). 
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As per Claim 9. The method of claim 8 wherein said short-range bi-directional 
communications link operates in accordance with the Bluetooth Specification (at least 
col. 14, lines 4-13; bluetooth). 

As per Claim 10. The method as set forth in claim 1 further comprising establishing 
longer range communications link for transferring programs and data between one or 
more remote computers and said portable computing device via said host computer (at 
least Fig. 2; col. 7, lines 22-48; eg. Internet over PSTN/DSL, etc). 
As per Claim 1 1 . The method as set forth in claim 8 wherein said longer range 
communications link is a network connection to a server, which stores programs and 
data for use by said portable computing device (at least Fig. 2; col. 7, lines 22-48; col. 7, 
lines 34-48; Fig. 2; eg. Internet connecting to server). 

As per Claim 12. The method as set forth in claim 1 1 wherein said network connection 
is a wireless network connection (at least Fig. 2; col. 6, lines 19-30; wireless links). 
As per Claim 13, Schuster teaches an apparatus for providing information and data 
processing services to a mobile user which comprises, in combination, 

a portable programmable computing device carried by said user (at least Fig. 2; 

PID), 

a host computer positioned at a location accessible to said user (at least Fig. 2, 
1; voice comm. device), 

a short range communication link coupling said portable computing device to said 
host computer (at least col. 5, lines 53-61; Fig. 1, 2; eg. infrared), 
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means operable by said user when said portable computing device is near said 
host computer for causing said host computer to download a communications program 
via said short range communication link to said portable communications device (at 
least col. 15, lines 3-16; application in the first data network telephone to receive data 
from PID drawing application), 

means for initiating the execution of said communications program on said 
remote computing device after said download to transfer an applications program from 
said host computer to said portable computing device (at least col. 14 line 58 - col. 15 
line 40; implementing PID drawing application), and 

means for initiating the execution for said applications program to provide said 
information and data processing services to said mobile user (at least col. 14 line 58 - 
col. 15 line 40; third PID drawing application being initialized for display). 
As per Claim 23, Schuster teaches a communications bridge for establishing a bi- 
directional communications link between a portable computing device carried by a user 
and a remote computer, said bridge being positioned at a location accessible to said 
user and comprising, in combination, 

a first transceiver for establishing a short range bi-directional communications 
link to said portable computing device when said portable computing device is carried 
near to said bridge by said user (at least col. 15, lines 52-67; IrDA), 

a second transceiver for establishing a longer range bi-directional 
communications link to said remote computer (at least col. 5, lines 5-61; bluetooth, 
wireless), 
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an actuator manually operable by said user (keypad interface at PID or data 
network telephone) (at least col. 11, lines 12-18; col. 14, lines 22-45), 

a processor connected to said first transceiver and responsive to the operation of 
said actuator by said user when said user and said portable computing device are near 
to said bridge for downloading a communications program executable by said portable 
computing device and for thereafter controlling said first and said second transceivers to 
establish said communications link (at least col. 14 line 58 - col. 15 line 40; col. 10 line 
48 - col. 11 line 11; using graphical data application with processor and link interfaces). 
As per Claim 30, Schuster teaches an interactive publicly viewable display for attracting 
the attention of and providing data services to a user transporting a portable computing 
device into the vicinity of said interactive display, said interactive display comprising, in 
combination, 

means for visually exhibiting displayed information to said user (at least col. 14, 
lines 22-45; display output), 

a transceiver for providing a short range communication link between said 
interactive display and said portable computing device (at least col. 14, lines 1-21; col. 
15, lines 52-67; IrDA), and 

a processor coupled to said portable computing device via said transceiver for 
providing said data services (at least col. 14, lines 46-67; processor including 
communication software). 

As per Claim 22. Apparatus as set forth in claim 21 , wherein said longer-range 
communications link is a local area network (at least Fig. 2; Ethernet LAN). 
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As per Claim 28. A communications bridge as set forth in claim 24 further including a 
third transceiver for establishing a short range bi-directional ultrahigh frequency radio 
communications link with a portable computing device (at least Fig. 3; col. 10, lines 53- 
67; col. 5, lines 53-61; eg. bluetooth). 

As per Claim 37. An interactive display as set forth in claim 36 wherein said data 

services include email services and wherein said remote computer operates as an email 

server connected to the Internet (at least col. 7, lines 5-20; email services). 

As per Claim 38. An interactive display as set forth in claim 36 wherein said data 

services include file transfer services and wherein said remote computer operates as a 

file server (at least col. 7, lines 5-20; personal information manager). 

As per Claim 39. An interactive display as set forth in claim 36 wherein said data 

services include file synchronization services for transferring data between said remote 

computer and said portable computing device to maintain equivalent content in like files 

locally stored at both said portable computing device and at said remote computer (at 

least col. 7, lines 5-20; synchronized notes). 

Claims 14-21 , 24-27, 29, and 31-36 do not add or define any additional 
limitations over claims 1-13, 23, and 30 and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bell, Hiscock, Cheung et al, StreetBeam.com, Nessett et al, and 
Spitzer et al are cited for disclosing pertinent information related to the claimed 
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invention. Applicants are requested to consider the prior art reference for relevant 
teachings when responding to this office action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory G Todd whose telephone number is (703)305- 
5343. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gregory Todd 
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